
Burke Conservation Commission 
Minutes 
3/21/12 

 
Present:   Susan Leskin, Mark Maghini, Chris Manges, Joan Harlowe 
Absent: Cathie Wheeler, Hank Butler, Terrence LaPointe 
 
Guests:  Kerry O’Brien, James Bentley 
 
Membership 
It was noted that James Bentley and Linda Broadwater may be interested in serving on the BCC.  James 
met with us and we talked about upcoming projects.  We will inform those interested in serving that 
they will need to get the Select Board’s approval.   
 
Riparian Restoration 
Given the large amount of labor committed by Burke Mt. Academy relative to the amount of work to be 
done, we have decided to complete the tree planting in one day – April 28.  We will also encourage 
other Burke students and residents to volunteer and will plan for other worthwhile activities, such as 
litter pick-up.  All should rendezvous at Darling Park at 9am on the 28th.  In addition to establishing an 
important stream buffer, we will also try to make this an informative event for the participants and will 
have a group wrap-up with an ice cream social (donations permitting). 
 
Those BCC members available should also meet at the Park at 5pm on April 27th for “pre-work” 
orientation.  The trees need to be picked up at the Burlington Intervale on April 26/27.  A small truck 
will be required.  Is anyone willing to volunteer to do this?  
 
Darling Park Nature Trail 
The pamphlet needs to be formatted.  Does someone on the BCC have the software and ability to do 
this?  Otherwise, it will cost $80 for this service.  Contact Joan for the details. 
 
Town Plan/Natural Resource Inventory 
Mark will re-initiate conversations with environmental consultants to find a way to best use the 
available funds.  He will use the information learned to develop a scope-of-work that the Town can send 
out for bid in summer.    
  
Mark will also attend the April Planning Board meeting to provide more background on the BCC’s first 
cut of the “important natural resource areas” in Burke.   
 
Town Forest 
A federal grant is available for the establishment (land acquisition) of town forests.  The question came 
up regarding whether we could meet an important natural resource need (i.e., protecting large patches 
of contiguous forest) by acquiring parcel(s) on the east side of town, adjacent to Darling State Forest.  
This will be discussed further at a future meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mark Maghini, Secretary 


