
Burke Conservation Commission 
Minutes 
5/16/12 

 
Present:   Susan Leskin, Mark Maghini, Chris Manges, Joan Harlowe, Cathie Wheeler, Hank Butler 
 
 
Membership 
We need to check with Priscilla Aldrich to confirm that James Bentley has been approved for 
membership by the Select Board.    
 
Riparian Restoration 
We reviewed what was a very successful project!  More than 80 people turned out to plant 400 trees.  
The project was led by the Caledonia Count NRCD and had additional assistance from NorhWoods 
Stewardship Center.  Burke Mountain Academy was well represented, as were several Burke families.  
An article appeared in the May 15th Caledonian Record.  Chris will send cards of thanks to the 
landowners, Burke Mountain Academy, and Chappy’s . 
 
Given Burke Mt. Academy’s large labor force and interest in this type of project, we will talk with the 
Caledonia County NRCD about an additional project next spring.   
 
Darling Park Nature Trail 
The pamphlet is now completed and 50 copies have been placed in the trailhead box.  Chris will check 
on the adequacy of the numbers on the marker posts.  We need to include a note about “Please Return” 
label – Mark.  
 
Town Plan/Natural Resource Inventory 
We’ll meet jointly with the Planning Commission over the next several months (2nd Thursday, Town 
Clerk’s office, 6pm).  We will get into more detail regarding four general areas: streams/riparian, 
wetlands, contiguous interior forest, and rare communities.  Mark is writing a draft list of questions in 
each of these topic areas, with the idea of an expert will help us address them at the upcoming 
meetings.  We also need to investigate what protections are already in place in other towns.  
 
Town Forest 
Mark shared some potential contacts in neighboring towns with Julie Evans.  The idea is to host a joint 
presentation on town forest s.  We are waiting for her to suggest potential dates.  
 
River Plan 
The question came up as to whether each town is required to write a “river plan”.  Sue will investigate. 
 
Memorial Tree Grove 
We will pursue establishing a grove at the Senior Center.  Hank will sketch out the potential placement 
and number of trees the site can accommodate. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mark Maghini, Secretary 


