
Burke Conservation Commission Minutes 
 

6/20/12 
 

Present:  Susan Leskin, Hank Butler, James Bentley, Kevin Mack, Cathie 
Wheeler, Joan Harlowe (briefly attended) 
 
Membership:   
We reviewed the current membership, obtained email information for our two 
newest members, and discussed the possibility of a ninth member.  Sue will 
invite Michelle Green, who is on the State Conservation Commission to 
participate. 
 
Joint meeting agenda: 
Recently the BCC has met with the Planning Commission on river issues.  Both 
river corridor and buffer zones were discussed.  A presentation of the 
Passumpsic River branches was presented by Kerry O’Brien and Ned Swanberg 
of the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation discussed 
conservation aspects which could be applied by a municipality to protect river 
corridors and buffer zones. 
 
Inland Wetlands: 
Sue discussed wetlands, briefly defined as areas in which standing water is 
prime feature for at least parts of the year.  Wetlands are classified as swamps, 
fens, marshes or bogs, but can also abut rivers and lakes or ponds. Their 
classification depends on underlying sediments and soils, and plant communities. 
Vernal pools are temporary bodies of water which act mainly as breeding 
habitats.  Wetlands store vast quantities or water, and perform important filtration 
functions.  Wetlands are the preferred areas of most wildlife,  These important 
areas in the Town of Burke will be the next item of discussion at the upcoming 
joint meeting of the BCC and Planning Commission on July 12th.  Plans to have 
expert commentary on this subject will be reviewed prior to the joint meeting with 
Al Duey.  Sue will contact him by email.   
 
A municipality may ask the State to have their waterways upgraded.  A 
municipality may protect river corridors, buffer zones and wetlands with 
ordinances incorporated into their town plans. 
 
Darling Park Nature Tail: 
Joan stopped in briefly (prior to vacation) to give us the finished brochures to 
distribute around Town.  It was mentioned that many numbers on the trail are 
missing from the posts.  Chris will deal with this when he returns from vacation. 
It would be helpful if directions were added to the brochure.  This will be looked 
into. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Memorial Tree Grove: 
Hank discussed a map, which was distributed to members present, of the 
proposed planting of sugar maples, perhaps nine trees, which could be obtained 
from Steve Parker.  Hank will look into the financing of this operation with Town 
officials. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Leskin, for Mark Maghini, Secretary 
 
 
 
 


