
Burke Conservation Commission Minutes 
 

7/18/12 
 

Present:  Susan Leskin, Hank Butler, Kevin Mack, Cathie Wheeler, Joan Harlowe, Chris 
Manges, Mark Maghini 
Absent: James Bentley 
 
Membership/Officers:   
We reviewed the VT statutes regarding conservation commissions and decided the 
following: 
 
We will maintain these officers: Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary.  Holders of these 
positions will be elected annually (November meeting) and the BCC members’ terms will 
be as dictated by the Select Board.  In the interim, Chris will serve as Acting Chair and 
Mark will remain as Secretary.   
 
With the intent of identifying the duties performed by each position, we brainstormed 
the following regularly occurring needs: 

 Interface with Select Board, Town Clerk, and VT Assoc. of Conservation 
Commissions 

 Outreach (website updates, meeting notices, press releases) 

 Correspondence (grant requests, town annual report) 

 Meeting minutes 
 
We will revise/add to this list and assign these roles to different members.  Joan will 
take the lead. 
 
Budget: 
A question was raised as to our lack of funding in 2012.  This led to several other 
questions for the Select Board: 

 Why do we have no funding in 2012? 

 How do we get an appropriation? 

 Do we have any funds held in an account (principally donations)? 

 What process do we follow in order to expend funds? 
 
 
Strategic Plan: 
We discussed the need for a strategic plan to guide our work.  Kevin will take the lead in 
drafting an outline (structure with example of our current work) and we will modify with 
our own ideas. 
 
 



Tree Planting: 
Hank informed us that he secured a funding commitment from the Select Board to 
purchase and plant 10 sugar maples at the Senior Center.  These trees come from local 
stock and are reasonably priced.  They will be planted July 19. 
 
Riparian Restoration: 
Kerry O’Brien understands that we want to continue with buffer planting projects along 
the Passumpsic River.  We are fortunate to have ready and willing labor force in the 
Burke Mountain Academy students. 
 
Town Forest: 
A 1980’s gazetteer shows a municipal forest adjacent to Burke Hollow Road.  A current 
website also listed Burke among Vermont towns with a town forest.  We need to clarify 
with the Select Board or check the mylars in the Clerk’s office to determine whether 
Burke has a town forest. 
 
Easements: 
We were recently contacted by a landowner who asked whether the BCC would be 
interested in accepting a conservation easement near the Burke Mt. property.  The 
caller was referred to the VT Land Trust and/or Passumpsic Valley Land Trust.  However, 
given that we have statutory authority to accept conservation easements, the question 
came up as to whether we are in a position to accept and administer easements.  We 
decided to position ourselves so that we don’t miss opportunities, identify key areas in 
Burke for conservation, and work with the VLT/PVLT to know what areas they’re 
interested in protecting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mark Maghini, Secretary 
 
 
 
 


