
Burke Conservation Commission Minutes
 

9/19/12
 
 
 

Present:  Michelle Green, Chris Manges, James Bentley, Susan Leskin, 
Cathie Wheeler, Hank Butler, Joan Harlowe
Absent:  Mark Maghini, Kevin Mack
 
Strategic Plan:  
 
The drafted version of the Strategic Plan, as emailed to Commission 
members by Kevin Mack was reviewed.  The three goals were quite 
acceptable to all present, namely education, community engagement 
and policy and issues.  A discussion was held of individual tasks within 
these defined goals, to perhaps be accepted by individual Commission 
members, or assigned to small committees within the Commission.  It was 
also discussed that possibly Town residents or citizen scientists might be 
involved.
 
It was also suggested that Town natural resources be identified, and perhaps 
inventoried, in terms of location and habitat.
 
New Member:
 
Michelle Green was welcomed by Commission members.
 
Budget:
 
Kevin and Chris went to the Select Board to pursue the matter of finances 
of the Commission.  It was learned that $500 is allotted to the Commission 
annually, and that any monies not spent on behalf of the Commission is kept 
in a CD, which is accessible.  The $500 is granted yearly, but is not a line 
item in the Town budget, or noted in the annual report.  The CD contains 
over $3000 currently.  The BCC spent this year’s allotment on the tree 
planting at the Town Hall.
 



It was also learned that copies of our brochures, both the BCC brochure, and 
the Darling Park Trail brochures will be printed in color on the copier at the 
Town offices.
 
Town Forest:
 
It was verified by the Selectboard, and Town historian Phyllis Burbank, that 
the piece of land that borders the hillside cemetery on the Burke Hollow 
Road was, in fact, designated as town forest in the past.  The cemetery has 
expanded into it somewhat.  It is a rather rough tract of land.
 
Membership/Officers:
 
The roles of the officers as described in the BCC bylaws were discussed.  
It was suggested that within the three categories, Chair, Vice Chair and 
Secretary, that various tasks could be spread out to Commission members 
who were not officers, to lighten the load.  Several members expressed that 
they would prefer to take on individual tasks, rather than accepting the full 
burden of office.
 
Future Plans:
 
The Commission voted to move our monthly meeting location to the Town 
offices.  We also discussed having at least an annual meeting with the Select 
Board.  We also discussed the possibility of having a presence at the Fall 
Foliage Festival next year.
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Leskin
 
 
 
 


