
Town of Burke
Planning Commission

May 10, 2012
Minutes

Present: Al Duey, Chris Hibshman, Dave Ormiston, Candace Dane, Carlos Bean, and Larry Cipollone.
Visitors: Jane Vanslette, Mike Harris, Ed Guest (DRB), Cathie Wheeler, Sue Leskin, Joan Harlowe,
Mark Maghini, Hank Butler (Conservation Commission), Kerry O’Brien (CCNRCD), Alison Lowe
(NVDA), Glen Holderby (ZA) and Tamara Colten Stevens (DRB clerk).

The meeting was called to order at 6:05pm. A quorum was established.

Mike Harris, Jane Vanslette, and Ed Guest came to the PC meeting to discuss the proposed revisions for
the parking areas in the Town of Burke. A copy of the suggested simplification was presented to the PC
Board for their consideration.

Mike and Jane attended a Zoning workshop in Montpelier recently, and informed the PC Board about the
information they had gained regarding the use of variances. Mike advised that variances are not obtainable,
do not hold up in court, and are subject to a ‘What if?’ clause. The DRB would like to have some type of
waiver language that can be granted in place of the variance option and that will hold up in court. There are
provisions for waivers in the state statute.
Mike will provide the PC with a copy of the waiver/variance information from the Town of Addison.

Mike addressed an email from Linda asking about ‘two members of the DRB being necessary to sign a
recorded plan. The Town does not record the plan according to Mike, but does record the mylar for a plan.
Al advised that the two signature requirement was to provide a ‘check and balance’ to make certain that
what had been approved by the DRB was what was being recorded at the Town. This was a
recommendation from both other Towns and Alison at NVDA.
Al advised that the procedure could be changed but that the DRB should decide what makes sense (for
example; could be a signature from two DRB members, or one DRB member and the ZA).

Dave asked about the DRB’s concerns regarding parking. The DRB thought the revisions proposed by the
PC were too lengthy and in addition, did not feel that there was any provision for parking in the Bylaws at
present; therefore parking lots were not permitable in Town.

Zoning Administrator Update
No Report.

Kerry O’Brien from the Caledonia County NRCD and Alison Lowe from NVDA attended the meeting to
assist the Conservation Commission and PC with identification and protection of natural resources/scenic
areas in the Town of Burke. The Conservation Commission has been asked to take the lead on this. Al is
wondering if there is special consideration that should be given to other areas in Burke and why? Changes
to the Zoning Bylaws can be made if necessary. State and federal protections apply to many of the natural
resources in Town; do additional protections on the Town level need to be enacted?

Mark: There are presently four areas on the map that have been identified for consideration;

1. Unfragmented forest cover- consideration given on the regional level; beyond Vermont, as important.
South of Concord, through Victory, up to the North and East. This is forest related; an attempt to avoid
forest fragmentation.
2. Rare communities
3. Wetlands
4. Rivers and streams



East Branch of the Passumpsic River- wetlands. Sections of the West Branch and its associated wetlands
stood out; within that are rare plant communities identified with in the State of Vermont.

Scenic overlay- lands above 1500’ have special consideration conservation in the Town Bylaws presently.

Question before the group- ‘Do we want to pursue doing additional overlay Districts, with additional
standards set, and if so, where do we want these Districts to be?’

Al hopes we can come to an agreement about where these specific areas are.

Alison thinks that it is great that the Conservation Commission and the PC are working together. The map
developed by the Conservation Commission can be used to call out areas of concern. The Conservation
Commission can serve as an advisory committee and give the DRB their opinion when development is
proposed in a conservation overlay area.

Discussion ensued about wetlands regulations; Classes 1, 2 and 3 for significance and protection.

Alison asked if there were additional protections needed other than what the state was requiring. What are
the regulations and how are they implemented. Alison suggested inviting Kim Greenwood from VNRC or
April Muller (Wetlands specialist from the State) to discuss this.

Cathie stated that the Conservation Commission would need to have criteria in order to provide their
opinions to the DRB and guide them. This will add additional time in the application process.

Al mentioned the map on the Enosburg website. Click on your property and see it on the map.

Kerry recommended that the Boards have the experts come in and advise them about the resources the
Town has which they should absolutely protect. You can’t just say, for example, that all streams need a ½
mile buffer. Period. You need to be able to defend whatever regulations you put in place. Is there anything
they would recommend that the Town’s regulations could require that the State does not require? Kerry
said she could come to a meeting and discuss the rivers and streams piece. All of the streams in Burke have
been mapped. Kerry could give recommendations on what the Board should be considering for regulations
and why.

It was suggested that Shannon Morrison might be able to address the wetlands resources in the Town.
Forestry and forest land could be undertaken by Matt Langlais maybe, though he is a forester and is looking
at the properties with an eye to timber.

It was decided to start with Rivers. Alison also suggested Millie Archer from the VLCT.

Carolos does not feel that this should be pursued. It is his opinion that there are already enough
regulations (State and federal), and that we do not need any additional ones from the Town. Candace,
Chris and Dave think this is worth pursuing.

Dave motioned to pursue gaining more information for the four areas outlined on the overlay map for the
purpose of making decisions; how can the Town adequately, if necessary, protect our resources? Chris
seconded the motion. All in favor of pursuing more information, with the exception of Carlos who is
opposed.

Mark will begin a list of questions that the Board would like information on and circulate it to the
Board.

Discussion ensued about the Planning grant. Al stated that the deliverable for this grant is an on-line gis
map for the Town.



Al reiterated that there would be four different meetings of the PC held to garner additional information
on the four identified conservation areas. All PC and Conservation Commission Board members agreed to
attend the regularly scheduled PC meeting for these discussions. Can work around the guest’s schedules if
needed however. PC meetings are scheduled for the 2nd Thursday of each month.

Al will send the minutes from this meeting to all Conservation Commission members prior to the next
meeting.

Al mentioned the recent ‘Scenic Byway in Vermont’ project. Towns that want to be included need to have
their Selectboard’s approve. The State and feds will do a lot of marketing on the Scenic Byways of the State.

All agreed to ask the Selectboard to support this project.

Dave asked Glen about the letters he had sent to two property owners on Depot Street in West Burke
regarding zoning violations.

Minutes Review
The minutes from the Board’s January 12, 2012 meeting were reviewed. Carlos motioned to accept
the minutes as written. Candace seconded the motion. All in favor. The minutes were approved.
The minutes from the Board’s April 4, 2012 meeting were reviewed. An addition was pointed out:
“Herm Hoyt is here TO have the....”
Larry motioned to accept the minutes with the addition of the word ‘to’. Candace seconded the
motion. Carlos abstained from the vote. All others in favor. The minutes were approved with
correction.

Parking areas will be addressed at the next meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm.

The meeting was closed at 6:50 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tamara Colten Stevens: DRB Clerk
(on behalf of Linda Hackett-Corey)


