
Town of Burke
Planning Commission

June 14, 2012

Visitors: Burke Conservation Members: Susan Leskin, James Bentley, Kevin Mack,
Hank Butler, Joan Harlowe, Cathie Wheeler, Mark Maghini. NVDA-Alison Low, Vermont
Department of Environmental Conservation Flood Hazard- Ned Swanberg, Caledonia
County Conservation District Kerry O’Brien, Citizen- Charles Chapman.

Meeting opens at 6:04 P.M.

Charlie Chapman would like the board to consider adding to the bylaws, that when
letters to the abutters are required, that they be sent out certified. The board told him
this was on the agenda and would be discussed at the end of the meeting.

Zoning Administrator
Glenn had a question on fees. He wondered if the fees could be reduced, such as using
a flat fee for when a permit has expired, when the applicant has decided to proceed with
it. He was told to go to the Selectboard, they set the fees.

Natural Resources Overlay Districts-Streams/buffers/Wetlands
Kerry O’Brien and Ned Swanberg answered questions regarding preservation &
protection of streams/buffers/wetlands. A slide show was shown, with information on
different areas that flooded. Floods are caused by Fluvial Erosion. We need to think
about creating flood water storage areas. For example the area above the playground
on RT 114 is such an area. To help prevent future flooding flood plain areas should not
be filled in.

The dam in East Burke keeps sediment from flowing down stream, which creates build
up above the dam. A permit from the state would be needed in ordered to remove this
sediment.

The Dishmill brook is steep and the bridge on RT 114 is too narrow, which contributes
to ice jams. Town has to always be prepared to handle ice jams to protect village. There
is a grant that can be applied for to do a geomorphic assessment of the Dishmill Brook,
which is highly recommended. Kerry stated a letter of support from the planning board
would help with the grant application.

Act 250 kicks in with 10 Acres or when you have 6 or more subdivisions within a 5 year
time. They do review the flooding issues. There are not any rules with the state in
preventing building in a flood zone.

The town can set rules and regulations for the land, such as having buffers and
setbacks near rivers. The town also has to look at erosion. Areas should not be filled in,
and don’t allow new structures in the flood areas. There are flood maps the town can
refer too.

The next topic for review at the july meeting will be wetlands.

Parking Lots



The planning board has been working on standards and definitions for parking lots and
passed a proposal to the DRB for their input. The DRB put together some proposed
language changes. Al will reword the parking lots section and have it for the next
planning meeting in July.

Variances
Mike Harris the DRB chairman has asked the planning commission to look at granting
waivers, rather than a variance. Per state statue any waivers have to be specific and
meet some other conditions. Al will ask Mike to provide some guidance as to what
situations the DRB has encountered where they would like to have been able to
consider a waiver.

Abutter Notification
Sending out abutter notification letters by certified mail is a good idea. If a letter is hand
delivered, a sworn certificate of service needs to be signed. As an alternative, it was
suggested that the permit applicant give letters and addressed envelopes with postage
to the zoning administrator who can then verify that there are letters for the all abutters.
The letters would then be mailed by the town clerk’s office and a list of the abutters
signed to verify that the letters were mailed. Carlos made a motion to recommend this,
Chris seconded. All in favor.

Mail
The Town of Lyndon is updating their town plan and has sent the Planning Commission
a certified copy of the changes.

Other Business
Carlos had a question about a sign at DND Stables and asked Glenn to take a look at it
to determine if a permit is required.

No other business, Chris motioned, to adjourn, Candace seconded. Meeting adjourned
at 8:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Hackett-Corey
Planning Secretary




