
Town of Burke
Planning Commission

Minutes
July 12, 2012

Visitors: Conservation Committee- Mark Maghini, Susan Leskin, James Bentley,
Kevin Mack, Hank Butler, Kevin Mack, Joan Harlowe. NVDA-Alison Low,
Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation Flood Hazard-Ned
Swanberg and Shannon Morrison

Planning Members: Al Duey, (Chairman) Dave Ormiston, Chris Hibshman,
Carlos Bean.

Meeting opened at 6:04 P.M.

Shannon Morrison –Department of Environmental Conservation Water
Quality Division
Shannon Morrison answered questions regarding wetlands. A slide show was
shown, with maps and information on Class 1 and Class 2 criteria’s of wetlands.
Wetlands in the Class 2 –merits protection and buffer zones. Wetlands can be
found on a hillside, or in a basin, runoff from a hill can be a wetland. Ten inches
of wet into the soil is a wetland. Plants that are found in that area help to indicate
what type of wetlands. Projects are still allowed in these areas, such as
birdwatching, agriculture use, etc. Information on other uses can be obtained on-
line at www.vtwaterquality.org/wetlands.htm. A map will not tell you where all
the wetlands are.

To determine if your land is a wetland, a permit specialist will go to your site.
They can tell where the wetland begins and determine a buffer. There is no
charge, for the first visit, but fees are associated with the permit, when you start
to build.

Burke has no Class 1 wetlands. Burke Mountain has a map with the wetlands
marked on them, for the resort area. This was part of the ACT 250 requirement.

Federal will get involved when you fill in over 3000 sq feet.

Suggestions on protecting the wetlands, the board can ask the question as part
of the permit process. “Is this a wetland?”

Conservation committee, wondered what the planning board expected from
them. They were told not looking for regulations, just information on the
wetlands.

http://www.vtwaterquality.org/wetlands.htm


Parking Lots
Planning board & DRB have a draft for parking areas. After some discussion

Dave motioned to change the standalone parking area to say “any standalone
parking area designated with 4 or more cars not incidental or subordinate to
another use shall be reviewed subject to conditional use review. “ No one
seconded”

Chris motioned to say “any standalone parking area designated with or without
pay, not incidental or subordinate to permitted use shall be reviewed subject to
conditional use review. “

Definition of Parking Area- Any public or private area designed for temporary
parking of vehicles with or without payment of a fee. Carlos seconded. Motion
approved.

There will be a public hearing for this.

Variances
Al had asked Mike for specifics and examples from other towns, he hasn’t
received them yet. We will put this on agenda for next month’s meeting.

New Business
Carrie from the Geomorphic Assessments would like a letter of support from the
planning board for the study of Dishmill Brook. Al motioned he would draft it and
send it around to everyone. Carlos seconded.

No mail

Other Business
The State will be doing repair on the Dishmill Brook Bridge. A date has not been
determined yet. They are going to close the bridge for a few weeks both ways.
Carlos wondered what would emergency vehicles do? Anyone with concerns,
can write a letter or attend a meeting to the Chamber or Selectboard.

Belden Hill road is a Class 4 road and it should be maintained to be at least
passable.

Minutes from June can not be approved, No other business

Chris motions to adjourn, Dave seconded Meeting adjourned. 8:20 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Hackett-Corey
Planning Secretary




