TOWN OF BURKE

212 SCHOOL STREET

WEST BURKE, VERMONT 05871

802-467-3717

burke@charterinternet.com
SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING

JULY 27, 2010 – 5:30 P.M.

PRESENT: Sam Sanderson, Darryel Corrow, (Selectmen) Amy Nixon (Caledonian Record) Walker Road residents – Fiore & Charlotte Porcelli, Peter Foster, Denise  McDowell, Nick Hale, Yvonne Viens Curtis, Tony Curtis, Marlene and Wayne Grimes, Walker Road Property owner – Vincent Matteis, Prudential Committee Members of the Burke Fire District – George Willy, Vicki Graves, John Stevens, Jeff Hale.

Sam opened the meeting for discussion.  The purpose of the meeting was to clarify what the future of the Walker Road would be.

Vinnie Matteis started out with thanking the Selectmen, Sam in particular, for working on this project for many years.  Vinnie felt that the final issue was the water lines.  Sam said that the Town was considering taking over the road when our Town Attorney, Jill Broderick, informed them that they would be undertaking quite a liability to the Town.  Sam stated that was to big a liability for the Town to bear.  So that is where we have left it.  The point is that the waterlines are in the Towns right of way and would have to be moved if the Town took over the road.  That expense would have to be paid for by the Walker Road residents.

There are about 10 water users on the water system for Walker Road.  Peter Foster stated that he was concerned about putting in check valves because he has very little water pressure as it is.  George Willey explained to him that he has the old material and the previous owner did not want to upgrade when everyone else did.  But if he wanted to be upgraded the he could do that at a cost to him of approximately $300.00

Denise McDowell asked what was the bottom line?  What can they do to get to the bottom line?  Sam said the Town is concerned with the power lines, the phone lines and the water lines.  The power company has informed the town that in the future they will need to up grade those lines and when they did that they would move the lines out of the Towns right of way and normally the phone lines goes along with the power lines so that is not a concern to the town.  The concern is the water line.  John Stevens said that the water district can and will move the water lines out of the Town’s right of way but it would be at the residents expense and it was not going to be cheap.  His estimate was $40,000 to $50,000.  Vinnie Matties questioned that cost and asked if it cost that much to put the lines in the first time.  George Willey said that things has changed since then, for instance you can’t use brass anymore, everything has to be stainless steel and contractors have gone up.  As an example George said that they just put in 200 feet and it costs approximately $5,000.00.  George also said they would do whatever the Town wanted, but the residents of Walker Road will have to pay for it.

After a lengthy discussion it was decided that the consensus of the residents on the Road want to “Leave well enough alone”.  They do not want to go to the expense of bringing the road up to a class three road, which is one of the requirements for the Town to take over the road.  They only want to have it plowed in the wintertime and graded once or twice during the summer.  Sam pointed out that there is nothing to grade, as it has no gravel.  Some wanted to hire the Town to gravel and grade the road.  Sam told them that we do not get into hiring out the Town equipment.  He said is against taking over that road with the water line where it is now, period!

Denise McDowell said she could not see the problem, if the Town is going to continue to maintain the road as they have in the past that she is happy.  She said that the water system has been a wonderful system and they have no problems with it.  Peter Foster stated that he never asked to have it upgraded.

Vinnie Matties said that what he is hearing here tonight that is  “Leave well enough alone”.  Sam told him that they (Walker Road Residents) are the ones that brought it to the Selectboard.  Vinnie explained that until they brought it to the final step of bringing the road up to a class three that it was determined that in order to bring it up to a class three road that it was way to much money for the residents on that road to continue, and it was decided to leave things as they are.

Vinnie asked the Water board as an ongoing maintenance if they could cut down one or two of the high curb stops that would leviate some of the problems.  George said that would be no problem.  He would like to put some rocks around the curb stops to protect them and if the residents want to leave it as is, then they would not charge them for the maintenance and they will continue to protect them as best they can, but if you want the Town to take the road over and want to expand it and make it wider and it is going to infringe upon the water line then they will have to pay for it.

Yvonne Curtis wanted to know what “as is” means.  Sam told her that they will grade it very little and continue to plow it in the winter.  She said “Okay” that she was satisfied. 

With no further discussion Sam adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Priscilla Aldrich

